European Photo and Imaging Association
REACH WILL COME – ARE YOU READY?

An introduction to EPIA activities

What is REACH? 

REACH (Registration, Evaluation and Authorisation of Chemicals) is a new regulatory framework that will create a single system for both “existing” and “new” chemicals in Europe. The main objective of REACH is to provide a higher level of protection to both human health and the environment from exposure to hazardous substances. 
REACH places responsibility for the safety of chemicals on manufacturers/importers and seeks to produce the information on chemical substances that has been lacking so far. REACH, will require manufacturers and importers of chemical substances to register them along with the information needed to use them safely. 
REACH is expected to enter into force in the first half of 2007. Because REACH will be a regulation, it will enter into force immediately and will not need transposition by Member States.
REACH will affect manufacturers, importers and downstream users of chemical substances, whether on their own, in preparations or in articles. Failure to register and comply with REACH will remove all rights to manufacture or import such substances in the EU.
How Will REACH Work?

Registration: Under REACH, each producer and importer of chemicals in volumes of 1 tonne or more per year and per producer/importer — around 30 000 substances — will have to register them with a new EU Chemicals Agency, submitting information on properties, uses and safe ways of handling them. They can use existing data and share data. The producers and importers will also have to pass the safety information on to ‘downstream users’ — manufacturers that use these chemicals in their production processes — so that they know how to use the substances without creating risks for their workers, the end consumers and the environment. The Agency will make non-confidential information available to the public.

Evaluation: Through evaluation, public authorities will look in more detail at registration dossiers and at substances of concern. They can request more information if necessary. At this stage, they will also scrutinise all proposals for animal testing to limit it to the absolute minimum. REACH makes data sharing on animal test results compulsory and prescribes the use of alternative methods wherever possible.

Authorisation: Use-specific authorisation will be required for chemicals that cause cancer, mutations or problems with reproduction, or that accumulate in our bodies and the environment. Authorisation will be granted only to companies that can show that the risks are adequately controlled or if social and economic benefits outweigh the risks where there are no suitable alternative substances or technologies. This will encourage substitution — the replacement of such dangerous chemicals with safer alternatives.

Restrictions: The Commission will continue to be able to restrict the use of certain dangerous substances at EU level, but REACH will introduce clearer procedures and allow for decisions to be taken more quickly than is currently the case. The provisions for restrictions will act as a safety net.

How Will REACH Affect You?

All chemical substances, whether on their own, in preparations or in articles will be regulated under REACH.  Examples of products from the imaging industry that fall within the scope of REACH therefore include substances on their own (such as e.g. dyes or raw materials for coated films, papers and plates), substances in preparations (such as e.g. inks and toners or photo processing solutions) and substances in articles (such as coated films, papers and plates as digital cameras or other electric and electronic imaging equipment).
It is of the utmost importance to understand how REACH applies to each chemical substance, either manufactured, imported or used by your company. A single company may have more than one role under REACH. Most of the EPIA members will be both manufacturers (i.e. produces substances), importers (i.e. imports substances from non-EU countries) and also downstream users (i.e. makes products using chemicals or uses chemicals professionally). In most cases the downstream user role will be the most important one.

Under REACH, the burden of proof in demonstrating adequate control of the potential risks from the use of these chemicals will fall on industry rather than the Competent Authorities. This means:

Manufacturers & Importers: 

· Must register each substance manufactured or imported within the EU in quantities  of ≥1 tonne per annum (tpa) per Manufacturer/Importer. 

· Must communicate information down the supply chain.

Downstream users: 

· Must ensure their uses are covered in the exposure scenario of the Safety Data Sheet (SDS) communicated to them. 

· Must implement the risk management measures (RMMs) assigned for the chemicals they use. 

· Must communicate information up and down the supply chain. 

The EPIA REACH Working Group (Building Industry Expertise)
EPIA supports the objectives of REACH. It has acted on behalf of the industry during the consultation stages for the development of the legislation by raising and expressing concerns regarding the bureaucracy, the lack of clarity and some of the impracticability’s of the draft REACH regulations.

Now, with the consultation over and the final regulations expected to come into force in 2007, EPIA has moved into a new phase. EPIA has started up a REACH working group to guide Members through the obligations that will arise through the REACH regulation and to translate the general REACH requirements into specifics for our industry. 

The working group will deal with any matter of common interest arising from REACH and brought up by any member of EPIA. The working group will serve as a knowledge platform on REACH for the imaging industry.
To directly support EPIA members guidance documents including definitions, flow charts and decision trees - specifically tailored for the manufacturer, importer and downstream users of the imaging industry - will be made and distributed depending on actual REACH requirements. 

EPIA is now developing and will soon deliver these REACH compliance tools for the industry. With these tools EPIA can help its members to respond to REACH when REACH becomes law.

EPIA Guidance Documents

REACH will be implemented in three phases over eleven years, but the potential impact on imaging business means that the time to start preparing is NOW.

Step 1 will be to conduct an Inventory of all your chemical substances that will be subject to REACH.

To aid our members through this process the EPIA REACH working group will prepare a guidance document.

“How to make an inventory list within the imaging industry?”
The document will be written for EU based manufacturers and for importers of substances, preparations and articles and will be made available in October 2006.

Step 2 will be to classify imaging products especially regarding substances in articles.
To aid our member’s through this process the EPIA REACH working group will prepare a second guidance document.

“How to deal with Substances in imaging articles?”

Tailor made for our industry, the document will explain the importance of Article 7 of the REACH regulation to manufacturers and importers of imaging articles. You will be informed about the difference between Article 7.1 (registration requirements) and Article 7.2 (notification requirements) and about your eventual obligation to inform customers and end consumers about chemical substances in your product. The document will offer guidance on whether or not substances in specific imaging articles are within the scope of Article 7.1.

The document should also be available in October 2006.

Step 3 will be based on the outcome of the legislative process. 
In 2007 the working group will provide additional guidance documents regarding pre-registration, SIEF (Substance Information Exchanging Forum), data sharing and consortia forming, chemical safety report requirements and other important REACH related requirements.
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