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October 2006
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
RECLASSIFICATION OF DIGITAL CAMERAS BY EUROPEAN COMMISSION
The Photo Imaging Council is supporting an international initiative against the reclassification of digital cameras by the European Commission.
The international photo industry and photo traders have urged Brussels to comply with the Information Technology Agreement (ITA) of the World Trade Organisation (WTO), countering arguments that digital cameras with video function can be equated with dedicated camcorders in terms of customs legislation.

If the EC reclassification proposals are successful it will introduce customs duties of 4.9% and 12.5% on digital cameras which have an auxiliary function for the recording of short video sequences.  At present, no digital cameras are manufactured inside the European Union so consumers in Europe will have to pay much more for digital cameras in the future.
Considerable resistance is emerging against these plans that are clearly opposed to the interests of European importers, traders and final consumers.   A statement, given by leading photo industry and trade associations of numerous European, Asian and American countries – vigorously demands that all ITA signatory countries and all WTO regions continue to recognise digital cameras as information technology (IT) products, thus respecting the exemption from import duties decided in the first WTO Ministerial Declaration of Singapore, 1996.
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The Photo Imaging Council

The Photo Imaging Council, or PIC, represents a wide spectrum of companies on the supply side of the photo-imaging sector based in the UK.   This is an industry worth an estimated £4 billion to the British economy. 

There are around 110 leading manufacturers, importers, exporters and photo waste companies. Several of the major trade and professional associations are also affiliated to the organisation.  PIC interests’ range across cameras, film, memory cards, photo printers, chemicals, minilabs, accessories, specialist services and professional photography.

PIC is committed to improving the environment in which our members do business, promoting their interests through lobbying and supplying value added services. Membership provides access to industry information and market trends, networking and business opportunities and other services.
PIC has close ties with many counterpart associations worldwide.
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